AUDITION PREPARATION

By Angela Rowland

Auditioning well is a skill.

Listed below are steps you can take to improve your auditioning skills.

1. Record yourself - Check to see you maintain a steady tempo and count your rests accurately.
2. Listen - Listen until you can hear the accompaniment in your head before and while you play your part.
3. Consider a holistic approach - Consider ideas related to breathing techniques, relaxation techniques, exercise, diet, water intake, caffeine intake, rest, positive mental imaging, etc.
4. Play mock auditions - Learn to manage your nervousness by simulating the experience.
5. Anticipate problems you can control and problems that are out of your control.  Dress in layers if you are sensitive to heat/cold.  Bring water and a snack with you.
6. Pay attention to details - your appearance, common courtesy to fellow musicians, ensemble etiquette, etc.
Remember, auditions don't measure who is the "best player".  Auditions measure who had the best day (or the best 10 minutes)!  Give yourself every edge to learn to meet your potential at the right time.

